CHAPTER  V

FROM LOUIS XIV. TO THE REVOLUTION (1715-
1789. ROUSSEAU, " THE SOCIAL CON-
TRACT " ; BURKE, " ON RECONCILIATION

WITH  AMERICA ")

A CENTURY of enlightenment or dissolution,
the eighteenth has been also termed the " Age
of Reason." When it began with its unneces-
sary war of the Spanish Succession, Euror>f
south of Alps and Pyrenees had exhauf
the mental vigour which produced the Rena*
sanee, as well as the ardour of crusading
whereby Castile and Aragon had in a short
generation acquired the Empire now crum-
bling to pieces. The Turk was making his
last attempt on Christendom, Russia sud-
denly filled the eastern sky as a Colossus
-armed for battle against the Crescent. In
this one direction the Papacy, faithful to a
tradition seven hundred years old, was
deservedly a victor. St. Pius V., the soul of
the expedition, had furnished to the heros
Don John of Austria, no small contingent of
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